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The Angel de la Independencia: Mexico’s

Monument to Freedom and Victory

Standing tall as one of Mexico City’s most iconic landmarks, the Angel
de la Independencia is more than just a striking architectural marvel—it
is a powerful symbol of the country’s struggle for independence and its
enduring spirit.

At the turn of the 20th century, during the presidency of Porfirio Diaz,
plans emerged to construct a grand monument commemorating
Mexico’s Independence from Spain. Italian architect Enrique Alciati was
entrusted with the design, and construction officially began in 1902.
Despite technical obstacles and delays, the monument was finally
inaugurated on September 16, 1910, aligning with the centennial
celebrations of Mexico’s independence.
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At its pinnacle, the Angel embodies Niké, the Greek goddess of victory,
holding a laurel wreath in one hand and a broken chain in the other—
powerful representations of triumph and liberation. Over the decades,
the monument has evolved into a central figure in Mexico’s cultural and
historical identity, honoring the heroes and heroines of the
independence movement.

The Angel is more than a static landmark—it is a living stage for
Mexico’s most important events. From national celebrations and flag-
raising ceremonies to political protests and social movements, Paseo de
la Reforma’s golden icon has been the backdrop for defining moments
in the nation’s history. The monument also hosts marathons, artistic
performances, and public gatherings, further cementing its place as a
dynamic space for communal expression.

Despite enduring significant damage over time, particularly during the
1957 earthquake, the Angel de la Independencia has been carefully
restored to maintain its magnificence. Its role as a symbol of Mexico’s
patriotic pride and resistance remains unshaken—forever standing as a
beacon of victory, freedom, and national identity.
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The Cuban School of Ballet: A Cultural
Excellence

The Ballet Nacional de Cuba (BNC), founded on October 28, 1948, by
Alicia Alonso, Fernando Alonso, and Alberto Alonso, stands as a
beacon of cultural excellence and a global ambassador for the Cuban
Method of Ballet. Initially named Ballet Alicia Alonso, the company
quickly gained prominence, performing across Latin America and
establishing itself as a cornerstone of Cuban identity.
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The BNC is celebrated for its technical mastery and expressive artistry,
rooted in the Cuban School of Ballet, which blends classical rigor with the
vibrant cultural heritage of Cuba. This unique approach emphasizes
fluidity, emotional depth, and the harmonious integration of movement,
making Cuban-trained dancers highly sought after worldwide.

In 1950, the company founded the National Ballet Academy, the first of
its kind in Cuba, to nurture future generations of dancers. This institution
became a hub for artistic innovation, attracting renowned international
instructors and producing stars who have graced stages globally. The
academy complemented its Cuban faculty with experts from Russia,
England, and other countries, enriching the technical and artistic training
of its students.

The BNC’s repertoire is vast and diverse, ranging from classical
masterpieces to contemporary works, reflecting its commitment to artistic
evolution. The company has performed in nearly every corner of the
world, earning acclaim for its dedication to making ballet accessible to all
sectors of society. Free or low-cost performances in stadiums,
amphitheaters, and public squares have brought the art form to
audiences who might otherwise never experience it.
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Today, the Ballet Nacional de Cuba is recognized as one of the top five
classical ballet companies globally, alongside the Paris Opera Ballet,
the Royal Ballet of London, the American Ballet Theatre, and the
Bolshoi Ballet. Its legacy is a testament to the vision and dedication of
its founders, who dreamed of making Cuba a center for ballet in Latin
America.
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A Decade Without Mercedes Sosa:
Remembering the Voice of Latin America

Today marks ten years since the passing of Mercedes Sosa,
one of Argentina’s most celebrated voices and a defining figure
of Latin American music. Known as La Negra, Sosa was more
than a singer—she was a force of resistance, an emblem of
cultural pride, and a champion of social justice.
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Born in Tucuman, Sosa was rooted in folk traditions but refused to
be confined by them. After her return to Argentina in 1982—following
years of exile due to persecution by the Triple A and the military
dictatorship—she broadened her artistic reach, embracing genres
from tango to rock, collaborating with diverse musicians, and
bringing Latin American folk music to a global stage.

Her repertoire is filled with timeless classics that continue to inspire
and move audiences. Songs like Gracias a la Vida, Sélo le Pido a
Dios, and Razdén de Vivir remain anthems of hope and resistance.
Her ability to channel the struggles and dreams of a continent made
her a beacon for generations yearning for change.

Sosa’s legacy extends beyond music—her voice carried the
collective longing for justice and dignity in Latin America. A decade
after her passing, her artistry and conviction remain as relevant as
ever. Her songs are not just melodies but echoes of history,
reminders that music can be a powerful tool for transformation
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Uyuni Salt Flat: A Landscape Challenging
Reality

Located in southwestern Bolivia, the Uyuni Salt Flat stretches over
10,000 square kilometers, making it the largest salt desert on the
planet. At 3,650 meters above sea level, this vast white expanse is the
result of ancient prehistoric lakes that left behind layers of salt and
minerals.

During the rainy season, from December to April, a thin layer of water
turns the surface into a natural mirror.
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In the dry season, geometric salt patterns cover the landscape. Within
the flat, Incahuasi Island rises, a rocky outcrop dotted with cacti and
marine fossils.

The salt flat also holds strategic value. Beneath its surface lies one of
the world’s largest lithium reserves—a mineral essential for batteries
and modern technology. However, the extraction process raises
environmental concerns due to heavy water use and resulting waste.

Tourists from around the world travel to the town of Uyuni to begin
tours that include the Train Cemetery, salt sculptures in Colchani, and
the surrounding Andean landscapes.

The Uyuni Salt Flat is not just a key geographical feature in Bolivia. It
is also a place where nature, industry, and tourism intersect in a
delicate balance, beneath a sky that, on certain days, seems to reflect
infinity itself.
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Mario Vargas Llosa’s Books And Its Arab
Language Editions

The recent death of Mario Vargas Llosa, one of the greatest writers
in the Spanish language and recipient of the 2010 Nobel Prize in
Literature, has sparked a wave of tributes around all the world,
where his work has been widely translated and read for decades.
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Vargas Llosa’s literature has crossed not only languages, but also
cultures, becoming part of the contemporary literature landscape, even
in the Arab language.

Thanks to translators such as Palestinian Salih Almani—an essential
figure in bringing the Latin American “Boom” to Arab readers—and
Tunisian Walid Soliman, many of Vargas Llosa’s most iconic novels
have been made available in Arabic. Among the translated titles are The
Feast of the Goat, Captain Pantoja and the Special Service, The War of
the End of the World, The Way to Paradise, The Real Life of Alejandro
Mayta, Death in the Andes, The Dream of the Celt, and The Notebooks
of Don Rigoberto.

These translations have been published by renowned houses in Egypt,
Lebanon, Syria, and Morocco, and have featured in major book fairs
such as those in Cairo, Beirut, and Abu Dhabi. His works are also
studied in Arab universities as part of comparative literature and
translation programs.
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Interest in his storytelling even led to the establishment of the Mario
Vargas Llosa Literary Translation Prize in 2014, awarded for Spanish-to-
Arabic translations. Today, his legacy lives on more vividly than ever,
continuing to build bridges between languages, readers, and literary
traditions.
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